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people  uttered no  murmurs.    The  memories  of the late
troubled era were deemed forgotten; not a sound against the
Union was heard; political agitation was voted a thing of the
past.   A movement in favour of Tenant Right, indeed, made
a faint stir in 1852-3; but it passed away and had no results,
an attempt to improve Irish landed relations, in accord with
the proposals of the Devon Commission, foiled by a not
creditable intrigue in Parliament, collapsed, and yet no general
complaints were made.   Even agrarian disorder immensely
diminished; a few agrarian crimes were provoked, now and
then, by harsh evictions and acts of the kind; but it sank to
an ebb never known before; it seemed extinguished by the
prosperity of the time.    The land, as a whole, was almost at
rest; the relations between the owners and the occupiers of
the soil were thought to have very greatly improved, for rents
were well paid, and there was little social trouble; the old
divisions between them seemed much less; even laws, framed
on English ideas and disregarding the moral rights of the
Irish tenant, provoked no opposition worthy of the name.
Meanwhile the forces that had crossed British rule in Ireland,
and had shaken society but a short time before, had, ap-
parently, lost their hold on the people; they were, at least,
quiescent and scarcely thought of.   The heads of the Irish
Catholic Church, recollecting the events of 1848, forbade their
clergy to take part in politics, and set their faces against all
movements of the  kind.     The representation of Catholic
Ireland had sunk into a weak and querulous faction, oc-
casionally trying to make itself felt by throwing its weight into
the scales of  party, but usually dragged  in the wake of
Liberal Ministries.    Ireland  seemed peaceable,  submissive,
reconciled to England; the period was like that of the reign
of Ormond between the Restoration and the Revolution of
r688.
In these circumstances many believed that the "Pacata